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Employment of disabled

people in Europe in 2002

Didier Dupré - Antti Karjalainen

The year 2003 is the European Year of People with Disabilities. The preliminary results
of the ad hoc module on employment of disabled people of the Spring 2002 round of
the Labour Force Survey provide the following estimates for persons aged 16-64 living
in private households in 25 European countries:

Of those persons aged between 16 and 64 years, 44.6 million — i.e. one in six
(15.7%) — stated that they had a long-standing health problem or disability
(LSHPD).

Labour force participation is indeed much lower for the disabled: 78% of the
severely disabled aged 16-64 are outside of the labour force as compared to
27% for those without LSHPD. And even among those in the labour force, the
unemployment rate is nearly twice as high among the severely disabled as
compared to the non-disabled. Only 16% of those who face work restrictions
are provided with some assistance to work.

Overall there is little difference in the prevalence of disability among males
and females, while the prevalence rates of LSHPD strongly increase with
age. They are higher among those with lower education, among the widowed,
divorced and the inactive.

The percentage of the working-age population with LSHPD varies widely
among countries, with the highest percentage (32.2%) found in Finland and
the lowest in Romania (5.8%). This wide-ranging spectrum might also reflect
differences in how respondents perceived the question. Although utmost
attention was paid to translation of the questions, the replies could have been
mediated by cultural traits.
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Figure 1: Percentage of population aged 16-64 stating that they have a long-

standing health problem or disability (LSHPD)




Table 1: Prevalence of long-standing health problem or disability (LSHPD), EU Member States

B DK D EL E F IRL [ L NL A P FIN S UK
Total 184 199 112 103 8.7 246 11.0 6.6 11.7 254 128 20.1 32.2 19.9 27.2
Females 179 211 103 106 8.0 248 105 6.3 96 264 116 216 336 217 27.8
Males 189 188 122 99 94 243 116 7.0 13.7 245 140 185 30.7 182 26.7
By marital status and gender
Females Single 126 152 68 54 56 199 76 44 61 214 73 127 239 165 20.7
Married 188 223 102 115 85 251 112 6.5 92 258 120 23.8 37.0 243 287
Widowed 30.1 364 22.0 259 19.2 454 240 147 29.3 471 26.8 46.8 60.5 28.3 484
Divorced 318 326 172 156 119 38.6 20.8 10.3 15.8 439 174 234 438 324 371
Males Single 152 156 84 55 79 187 98 53 75 179 99 141 229 149 211
Married 201 194 13.7 123 101 27.7 124 79 16.0 278 16.2 20.3 353 21.1 29.0
Widowed 355 385 249 245 186 432 221 165 264 405 225 36.1 53.8 345 447
Divorced 339 314 19.2 158 16.4 329 237 92 21.0 372 189 332 423 241 353
Total Single 141 154 77 55 69 193 88 49 69 194 88 135 234 156 20.9
Married 194 208 119 119 93 264 118 7.2 126 26.8 140 221 36.2 227 289
Widowed 315 370 226 25.7 191 449 235 150 28.7 454 259 449 59.1 30.0 47.5
Divorced 326 321 181 157 135 36.2 219 9.8 183 410 18.0 26.1 43.2 28.7 36.3
By age and gender
Females 16-24 54 108 32 25 24 127 46 19 25 156 43 75 173 113 16.0
25-29 94 158 42 29 39 163 54 23 6.6 185 6.2 94 206 158 181
30-34 118 115 52 42 44 183 79 31 42 200 6.7 120 228 189 19.2
35-39 174 179 68 58 58 217 89 39 56 209 71 159 278 219 21.0
40-44 182 230 82 81 69 245 95 51 94 282 98 204 309 251 256
45-49 231 251 109 104 86 284 131 6.8 128 28.7 13.6 248 345 249 297
50-54 275 275 154 155 129 36.1 159 9.8 152 36.1 18.0 33.6 44.5 28.8 39.2
55-59 316 31.7 209 221 172 399 220 128 18.3 425 247 449 525 312 464
60-64 302 366 21.0 31.2 229 438 26.2 16.1 25.0 40.3 241 50.3 66.2 30.6 51.8
Males 16-24 70 123 38 27 34 111 53 24 41 118 6.2 85 143 097 156
25-29 109 101 50 32 43 163 70 33 52 154 73 108 186 11.6 16.7
30-34 150 119 63 41 58 191 76 33 91 149 100 120 21.7 145 19.0
35-39 16.1 128 79 57 66 199 84 51 83 218 99 143 218 188 20.8
40-44 202 173 99 75 84 268 107 58 121 26.0 11.3 165 259 19.7 24.1
45-49 23.0 228 125 93 106 279 136 75 156 274 153 19.6 33.0 19.6 28.8
50-54 26.1 246 170 146 150 348 176 11.0 241 343 233 27.0 411 235 36.0
55-59 32.7 30.2 248 20.3 204 423 23.8 13.7 31.6 40.7 284 375 522 28.6 456
60-64 341 332 27.7 29.0 27.1 40.7 327 17.0 309 451 26.5 43.7 657 29.1 544
Total 16-24 62 116 35 26 29 119 50 21 33 137 52 80 158 104 158
25-29 10.2 130 46 31 41 163 62 28 59 170 6.8 101 196 13.7 174
30-34 134 117 58 41 51 187 7.7 32 6.7 174 83 120 222 16.7 19.1
35-39 16.7 152 73 58 6.2 208 87 45 70 213 85 151 247 203 20.9
40-44 19.2 203 91 78 7.7 257 101 54 108 271 105 185 284 223 249
45-49 23.0 239 117 99 96 282 134 71 142 28.0 145 222 33.7 222 293
50-54 26.8 26.0 16.2 150 139 355 16.8 104 19.8 352 20.7 304 428 26.1 37.6
55-59 321 31.0 229 212 188 411 229 132 253 416 265 414 523 299 46.0
60-64 321 348 243 30.1 249 423 294 165 279 427 253 472 659 29.8 53.1
By education and gender
Females ISCED 0-2 26.4 29.8 121 164 11.3 315 163 8.7 135 325 143 257 414 224 39.8
ISCED 3 143 19.0 106 59 41 223 72 34 76 228 112 93 33.0 241 234
ISCED 4-6 101 153 80 51 31 176 71 27 42 221 87 9.0 28.0 182 203
Males ISCED 0-2 272 238 125 144 132 302 177 9.3 193 314 172 209 37.0 199 421
ISCED 3 152 178 140 64 49 231 69 42 123 232 138 84 29.0 201 252
ISCED 4-6 108 152 94 57 36 165 74 35 76 182 119 9.0 26.3 13.7 194
All ISCED 0-2 26.8 269 122 154 123 309 17.0 9.0 16.2 32.0 154 23.3 39.0 214 409
ISCED 3 148 184 123 6.2 45 227 71 3.8 100 23.0 126 89 309 217 244
ISCED 4-6 104 153 88 54 34 1714 73 31 63 200 104 9.0 272 16.1 19.9
By activity and gender
Females Employed 115 137 69 70 39 211 62 40 69 192 83 170 29.2 218 20.6
Unemployed 233 181 140 56 49 275 92 38 7.8 342 159 221 282 217 26.9
Inactive 253 446 154 146 125 303 164 85 128 401 17.0 29.9 484 215 436
Males Employed 138 136 76 6.2 43 215 70 46 100 202 103 148 251 175 20.2
Unemployed 216 215 172 80 7.6 258 10.7 6.2 112 306 179 203 242 199 287
Inactive 324 457 271 225 28.7 33.1 30.1 139 27.7 48.6 28.0 33.3 555 204 58.1
All Employed 128 136 73 65 42 213 67 44 87 198 94 158 271 195 204
Unemployed 224 199 158 65 6.0 266 101 49 93 324 171 212 26.0 20.7 28.0
Inactive 28.0 45.0 19.7 17.0 174 313 20.7 102 17.7 428 209 311 516 21.0 487
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Table 1: Prevalence of long-standing health problem or disability (LSHPD), acceding, candidate and
EFTA countries and geographical aggregates

CZ EE CYy LT HU MT SI SK NO RO EUR12 EU15 ACC All

20.2 23.7 122 84 113 85 195 8.2 164 5.8 141 16.4 143 15.7 Total

211 242 111 85 113 73 191 82 174 6.5 13.9 16.3 145 156 Females

19.2 231 134 83 113 97 199 8.1 155 5.0 144 165 14.0 157 Males
By marital status and gender

1.4 158 49 68 35 72 98 45 116 35 105 124 74 117 Single Females

220 265 116 73 126 7.1 237 8.8 182 6.1 13.8 16.2 154 15.6 Married

426 46.7 36.7 18.8 244 19.0 37.3 10.3 32.7 15.5 26.9 29.7 285 28.0 Widowed

275 28.2 20.7 12.0 157 43 296 19.8 275 123 244 283 20.7 27.0 Divorced

13.7 163 91 72 6.0 65 135 57 125 27 10.9 127 94 120 Single Males

20.7 266 149 75 131 112 249 92 154 538 15.9 18.0 156 17.1 Married

36.8 46.0 244 243 30.0 17.6 444 125 30.1 161 27.8 30.7 26.0 28.7 Widowed

311 313 219 184 204 16.6 306 223 278 7.4 240 273 251 26.6 Divorced

127 161 71 70 49 6.8 11.8 52 121 3.0 10.8 125 85 11.9 Single Total

213 266 132 7.4 128 91 243 9.0 16.8 6.0 14.8 17.1 155 16.3 Married

416 465 345 196 254 185 386 11.2 323 15.6 271 299 279 282 Widowed
28.9 29.3 21.0 142 175 10.1 30.0 20.2 27.6 10.7 243 279 223 26.8 Divorced
By age and gender

72 91 21 19 12 17 44 14 81 15 84 76 36 6.9 16-24 Females
93 111 24 26 20 45 47 25 103 21 103 9.2 51 85 25-29
1.4 158 39 21 34 54 95 45 93 1.8 86 105 6.7 96 30-34
129 212 74 65 39 41 116 55 103 34 105 124 86 11.8 35-39
19.2 135 119 6.2 100 6.8 20.7 89 154 7.0 12.8 15.1 127 145 40-44
253 26.0 13.1 116 174 75 246 112 192 94 158 18.1 189 17.7 45-49
351 376 16.0 144 263 9.1 37.0 199 254 14.0 211 241 279 240 50-54
40.0 46.7 284 246 28.6 14.5 39.6 185 33.8 14.2 254 291 319 287 55-59
47.7 529 35.1 17.7 179 228 420 16.4 40.8 15.6 26.4 30.2 30.2 295 60-64
94 98 44 22 15 37 70 21 95 12 59 76 48 6.9 16-24 Males
101 119 64 69 26 43 87 25 99 28 78 93 6.2 86 25-29
10.0 155 53 44 37 48 105 3.6 103 1.6 9.1 108 6.6 9.9 30-34
126 178 73 50 567 6.7 126 7.6 118 29 10.7 125 91 119 35-39
15.7 238 135 72 103 75 166 73 133 52 13.7 155 11.9 147 40-44
204 25.1 18.9 10.1 153 10.6 27.7 11.0 165 6.6 16.2 18.2 171 175 45-49
30.3 358 19.0 115 245 16.2 355 158 18.7 9.4 215 238 251 232 50-54
39.2 443 286 242 314 26.6 424 248 257 13.1 27.3 304 33.7 29.9 55-59
445 523 33.6 20.1 245 17.3 40.8 18.3 39.3 13.1 293 329 322 320 60-64
83 94 32 21 13 27 58 17 88 13 59 76 42 6.9 16-24 Total
97 115 43 48 23 44 67 25 101 25 76 93 56 85 25-29
10.7 156 46 32 35 51 100 40 98 17 89 10.7 6.7 9.8 30-34
128 196 73 58 48 53 121 6.5 11.0 3.2 106 125 8.8 11.9 35-39
17.4 184 127 6.7 101 7.1 187 8.1 143 6.2 13.3 153 123 146 40-44
228 256 16.0 109 164 91 263 11.1 179 8.0 16.0 18.2 18.0 17.6 45-49
328 36.8 17.5 13.0 25,5 126 36.2 179 221 11.7 21.3 240 265 23.6 50-54
39.6 457 285 244 299 20.3 41.0 214 299 13.7 26.3 29.8 32.8 293 55-59
46.2 52.7 34.4 18.7 20.7 20.2 415 17.2 40.1 144 278 315 31.1 30.7 60-64
By education and gender
31.3 306 206 13.6 19.2 83 293 14.8 293 8.5 17.3 19.1 21.8 18.7 ISCED 0-2 Females
19.0 226 67 71 84 21 167 6.8 180 54 121 14.7 13.0 13.9 ISCED 3
142 232 45 72 46 41 98 27 105 5.2 102 123 86 11.8 ISCED 4-6
240 256 219 132 189 113 276 129 274 6.5 17.2 19.0 19.2 184 ISCED 0-2 Males
19.1 221 107 68 91 28 184 7.6 159 44 14.0 16.5 134 153 ISCED 3
144 231 72 68 65 50 134 35 87 45 10.2 12.0 95 115 ISCED 4-6
285 279 212 134 191 98 285 14.0 284 7.7 17.3 19.0 20.7 18.6 ISCED 0-2 Total
191 224 87 69 88 24 176 7.2 169 4.9 13.1 156 132 14.6 ISCED 3

143 231 58 70 55 46 114 31 96 49 102 121 91 117 ISCED 4-6
By activity and gender

15.0 19.0 67 28 25 33 140 28 108 27 10.8 13.0 8.3 12.1 Employed Females
265 221 13.7 61 56 51 189 50 135 3.9 13.7 15.0 12.8 14.3] Unemployed
30.1 33.3 18.1 19.2 214 9.6 28.0 17.2 424 11.9 179 214 236 211 Inactive
140 175 96 29 20 58 144 26 92 24 10.7 125 79 116 Employed Males
207 271 271 62 34 97 307 55 184 24 15.9 17.7 12.7 16.3] Unemployed
36.4 37.5 29.6 243 319 26.7 32.8 257 524 121 270 31.0 316 29.9 Inactive
145 183 83 29 23 50 142 27 100 25 10.7 127 8.1 11.8 Employed Total
28.0 249 196 6.2 43 80 250 52 161 3.1 148 16.4 12.7 15.3] Unemployed
32.3 349 215 21.2 25,5 135 30.1 204 46.4 12.0 21.0 24.7 26.6 24.2 Inactive
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Table 2: Distribution (%) of population with long-standing

health problem or disability (LSHPD). Characteristics of
LSHPD and assistance to work

Characteristics of disabled people

All
EU-15{ ACC| F M All

Total all LSHPD 100.0| 100.0{ 100.0{ 100.0| 100.0
Type of LSHPD
Arms or hands 66| 38/ 71 58 64
Legs or feet 11.4] 14.0f 11.3] 12.0 11.7
Back or neck 19.0f 17.1] 18.8] 18.1] 18.5
Difficulties in seeing 26| 43 26/ 3.0 28
Difficulties in hearing 211 12| 1.6 24 20
Speech impediment 0.3] 04| 03] 04 04
Skin conditions 26| 36| 27 25 26
Chest or breathing 10.6)] 6.1 9.9 10.1f 10.0
Heart, blood pressure or circulation 12,5 20.6| 12.2| 154 13.8
Stomach, liver, kidney or digestive 5.1 71 53] 56/ 54
Diabetes 4.0 4.6 36| 4.5 41
Epilepsy 14 121 13 14 13
Mental, nervous or emotional 96| 7.7 95 94 95
Other progressive illnesses 34 20| 38 25 32
Other LSHPD 89 62 99 69 84
Cause of LSHPD
Born with it or birth injury 17.9] 10.8] 16.5] 17.3| 16.9
Work-related diseases 13.3| 12.8] 10.8] 15.6] 13.2
Work-related accident or injury incl.

traffic accidents at work 56| 35 28 7.7 52
Traffic accident or injury (outside of
work) 3.3 24 27 37 32
Household, leisure and sports

accident or injury 35 36 31 39 35
Non-work-related diseases 50.2| 56.6] 55.8( 44.8| 50.3
Do not know 6.1 104] 84 74 7.7
Duration since onset
Less than 1 year 81 50 77 717 1.7
1=<vyears<2 78 58 77 74 715
2=<years <3 87 74 87 85 86
3=<years<5 13.7 13.6] 13.9] 13.7] 13.8
5=<vyears <10 222] 259 22.6( 224 225
>= 10 years 39.4| 42.2| 39.4 40.3| 39.8
% of working persons

with LSHPD restriction

receiving assistance to work 15.7| 11.4] 16.5 15.5| 15.9
Type of assistance provided

to work (All types = 100%)
Kind of work 371 515 37.4 402 38.9
Amount of work 13.1| 33.3] 14.7] 15.5] 15.1
Mobility to get to and from work 6.4 16| 55 6.2 59
Mobility at work 27 33 34 26 30
Support and understanding by

superiors and colleagues 148/ 6.1 13.7] 13.8| 13.8
Other 26.00 4.21 252| 21.7 23.3
% of non-working persons

with LSHPD restriction

needing assistance to work 47.7) 25.5| 40.5( 47.2| 43.7
Type of assistance needed

to work (All types = 100%)
Kind of work 29.8| 57.2| 32.1| 34.1| 331
Amount of work 13.5 11.5] 15.1] 12.9] 14.0
Mobility to get to and from work 12.3] 6.4 1191 109 114
Mobility at work 10.0f 59 86 99 93
Support and understanding by

superiors and colleagues 13.8] 6.8 12.2] 13.7| 129
Other 20.5| 12.3] 20.2[ 18.5| 19.3

Within most countries, the prevalence of LSHPD among
women tends to be similar to the rate for men, but is, on
average, slightly higher in the Acceding Countries (table 1).
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Figure 2: Percentage of population aged 16-64 with a

LSHPD by gender

The rates of LSHPD increase with age in all countries
(table 1).
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Figure 3:

LSHPD by age. All countries

Percentage of population aged 16-64 with a

Since marital status is strongly related with age, it is not
surprising that LSHPD rates are lowest for single persons
and highest for the widowed, but the rates are also much
larger for the divorced than for married persons (table 1).
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Note: ‘All’ includes also Norway and Romania
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e The rates of LSHPD are much higher for persons with a
lower level of education, particularly in the Acceding
Countries (table 1).
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Figure 5: Percentage of population aged 16-64 with a

LSHPD by educational level.

e The most common main types of disability are
musculoskeletal problems, especially with the back or
neck, legs or feet, followed by heart, blood pressure and
circulation problems (table 2).
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Figure 6: Distribution of population aged 16-64 with LSHPD by

type. All countries

e For half of the persons with LSHPD, the cause is non-
work related diseases. Only 16.9% have had such a
condition since birth; the cause is work-related for 18.4%
(13.2% for work-related diseases) (table 2).

Work-related
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related * traffic accidents at work are
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Figure 7: Distribution of population aged 16-64 with LSHPD by

cause of LHSPD. All countries

Assistance to work

Questions about assistance to work were asked to disabled
persons who stated that they faced some kind of work
restriction (as regards the type of work, the amount of work, or
mobility to and from work). Those who were working were
asked whether some form of assistance was provided to work.
Those who were not working were asked whether some form
of assistance was needed to work. (See Explanatory notes).

e Only 15.9% of working persons with LSHDP and facing
work restrictions are provided with some assistance to
work. However, this percentage masks wide country
variations. The assistance provided at work relates mainly
to the type of work performed (table 2).

EU-15

ACC ALL

Figure 8: Working persons aged 16-64 facing work restrictions:
percentage of those who are provided with some
assistance to work.

e 43.7% of non-working persons with LSHDP and facing
work restrictions consider that they would need some
form of assistance to work. However, this percentage also
varies widely among countries. The major type of
assistance needed to work also relates to the kind of work
performed (table 2).
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Figure 9: Non-working persons aged 16-64 facing work
restrictions: percentage of those who would need some
assistance to work.
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Table 3: Distribution of the population by LSHPD severity Restriction levels

and percentage of the population with specific
characteristics in each LSHPD severity group (%) e The severity of LSHPD tends to be higher in the Acceding

countries than in the EU15 (table 3).

All
EU15|EUR12| ACC 3 M Al
Total (%) 100.0] 100.0[100.0] 100.0[ 100.0] 100.0 100.0
Very severe 52 54| 63| 58] 55 57
Severe 4.3 4.4 37| 421 4.0 41
Moderate 3.1 28| 13| 27 27 27
Mild 6.7 56| 3.0 59 6.0/ 59 CMiid
Without LSHPD 80.7) 81.8] 85.7| 81.7| 81.7|] 81.6 OModerate
Employed (%) m Severe
Very severe 18.8] 22.5| 14.3| 18.7| 20.3| 19.5 @ Very sovere
Severe 457 42.4| 35.9| 39.7| 48.6| 44.1
Moderate 67.8| 64.4| 57.7| 59.1| 73.7| 66.7
Mild 76.6] 67.8] 69.1] 68.3] 82.3] 75.6
Not disabled 68.0] 64.7| 66.4] 58.1| 77.2| 67.6
Unemployed (%) . EU15 AcC Al
Very severe 2.8 3.00 39| 26] 34 30
Severe 5.6 55| 93] 55 66 6.0 Figure 10: Population aged 16-64 with LSHPD by severity (%).
Moderate 62/ 58 69 54 70 62 « The more severe the degree of disability, the lower
w:t(:\out LSHPD 22 23 2:2 gg gz 2451 the participation in the labour force: only 20% of the
Inactive person (%) severely disabled as compared to 68% for those
Very severe 784| 74| 81.8| 78.7| 76.3| 775 without LSHPD (table 3).
Severe 48.7] 52.2| 54.8| 54.8] 44.7| 49.8
Moderate 26.00 29.8] 35.5| 35.5| 19.3] 27.1 1000
Mild 20.0| 28.4| 27.0| 28.4] 14.0] 21.0
Without LSHPD 26.7| 29.6| 27.2| 36.4] 17.4| 26.9 00 271
Unemployment rate (%) 8007 - -
Very severe 12.8] 11.7] 21.6] 12.2] 14.2| 13.3 70.0 1 ] — el — S
Severe 10.9 11.4| 20.6] 12.1] 12.0] 12.1 60.0 -
Moderate 8.4 8.3 10.6] 84| 86| 85 50.0 +— e X B — . |
Mild 4.3 54| 54 46] 42| 44 40.0 4 e 756
Without LSHPD 72| 81 88| 86| 65 7.4 200 | 66.7
ISCED 0-2 (%) o EOmE
Very severe 66.1 77.3] 43.5| 61.4| 57.4| 59.4 100
Severe 53.3| 68.6] 33.6] 51.3| 49.1] 50.2 ’
Mgderate 374 54.0( 23.7| 36.8| 35.8 363 *0 Very severe ‘ Severe ‘ Moderate ‘ Mild ‘ Not disabled
MI_Id 31.7 47.8 19.1) 32.7( 28.7| 30.7 ‘ OEmployed B Unemployed Olnactive ‘
:/;/gréo;ttgl(—ﬂz)l) 396 45.9| 21.8| 47.7 43.7} 45.7 Figure 11: Distribution of population aged 16-64 by severity of
Very severe 8.1 65l sel ssl 83l ss disability and activity status (%). All countries
Severe 1301102 7.8 135 11.2 124 o However, the unemployment rate among the
Moderate 196]  16.1] 12.6] 20.0] 18.2) 19.0 disabled is not higher than that for the non-disabled,
Mild 238 206| 182 231| 235( 233 possibly because of the ‘discouraged worker’ effect
Without LSHPD 21.8f  20.0] 18.1f 158 14.9| 153 (table 3). Probably, many disabled persons know or
Aged 16-29 (%) believe that they are very unlikely to get a job, so
Very severe 911 88 7.2f 81 102 91 that they do not even attempt to find one and are
I\S/le\éieret 12-2 12-; 12-2 12-52_, 1;1 12-; therefore classified as inactive.
oderate . . . . . .
Mild 19.0 17.6] 15.9( 19.9] 17.4| 18.6 14.0
Without LSHPD 89.6] 90.4| 95.2| 90.1] 90.7| 90.4
Aged 50-64 (%) 1201
Very severe 55.7| 58.2| 59.5| 56.0] 55.8| 55.9 100 1
Severe 49.6] 53.4| 58.6] 50.1] 52.0| 51.0
Moderate 37.5| 40.3| 46.5| 37.6] 39.0] 38.3 8.0 -
Mild 38.4] 40.5| 47.4| 38.0] 40.6] 39.3
Without LSHPD 65.6| 67.5| 67.9] 67.1| 71.5| 66.5 6.0
Married (%) a0 1
Very severe 56.1 60.1| 61.3] 57.7| 56.6| 57.2
Severe 61.2 65.9] 66.3] 61.9] 62.4| 62.2 2.0 4
Moderate 56.7) 60.9] 59.3| 54.7| 59.1] 57.0
Mild 59.4| 61.4| 64.3] 57.5| 62.2| 59.9 0.0 -
WithOUt LSHPD 556 569 571 582 543 562 Very severe Severe Moderate Mild Not disabled

Figure 12: Unemployment rate (%) among the population aged

Note: ‘All’ includes also Norway and Romania 16-64 with and without LSHPD. All countries
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> ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES

Explanatory notes

In order to provide data for the European Year of People with Disabilities 2003, the 2002 European Union Labour Force Survey
(LFS) contained an ad hoc module concerning the employment of disabled people. As set out by Commission Regulation (EC)
No 1566/2001 of 12 July 2001, the module consists of 11 variables dealing with the existence, type, cause and duration of
longstanding health problem or disability, work limitations (regarding the kind of work or the amount of work, and mobility
problems), and assistance needed or provided to work. Although harmonised, translated questions for the variables were
proposed by Eurostat, some rewording was felt necessary at national level, which may have some effect on the comparability of
data.

A detailed description of the sampling methods and definitions for the LFS can be found in ‘The Labour Force Survey — Methods
and Definitions, 2001°.

The preliminary data come from the 15 Member States, 9 Acceding and Candidate Countries (excluding Bulgaria, Latvia,
Poland and Turkey) and Norway.

Basic concepts and definitions
All definitions apply to persons aged 16-64 years, living in private households.

Disabled persons were those who stated that they had a longstanding health problem or disability (LSHPD) for 6 months or
more or expected to last 6 months or more.

Restriction levels: This criterion was constructed from the combination of the three variables on how disabled people are
restricted regarding (1) the kind of work and (2) the amount of work that can be done, and (3) mobility to and from work.
Possible replies were “Yes, considerably”, “Yes, to some extent” and “No”.

Very severe disability applies to those who replied “considerably” or “to some extent” to all three questions.

Severe disability applies to respondents who replied “considerably” or “to some extent” to two of the three questions.
Moderate disability applies to those who replied “considerably” or “to some extent” to one of the three questions.
Mild disability applies to those who replied “no” to the three questions, but had a LSHPD.

Assistance needed / assistance provided: Data on the type of assistance provided or needed applies to the sub-populations
of disabled persons who answered “considerably” or “to some extent” to the question concerning problems of restriction in the
kind of work, the amount of work or limitations in their mobility to and from work:

- For the assistance provided: persons who did some work for pay or profit lasting at least one hour during the reference
week or were not working but had a job or business from which they were absent during the reference week.

- For the assistance needed: persons who were not working because they had been made redundant or who either did
not have a job or business during the reference week.

Since the questions on LSHDP type, cause and on the type of assistance provided or needed were not compulsory in Germany
and, concerning assistance needed, Hungary, EUR12, EU15 and All do not include these countries for the respective results.

The employment and activity related concepts and definitions used in the survey follow the guidelines of the International
Labour Organisation:

Employed persons are those who during the reference week did some work for pay or profit lasting at least one hour, or were
not working but had jobs from which they were temporarily absent. Family workers are included.

Unemployed persons comprise persons who were without work during the reference week, were currently available for work
and were actively seeking work or who had found a job commencing at a later date.

Inactive persons are those who are neither classified as employed nor unemployed.
The unemployment rate represents unemployed persons as a percentage of the active population.

Education

ISCED 0-2: includes all persons with up to lower secondary education or second stage of basic education.
ISCED 3: includes persons with (upper) secondary education.

ISCED 4-6: includes persons with post-secondary non-tertiary education or tertiary education.

Country codes and codes for geographical aggregates applied in this publication: BE (Belgium), DK (Denmark), DE
(Germany), EL (Greece), ES (Spain), FR (France), IE (Ireland), IT (Italy), LU (Luxembourg), NL (Netherlands), PT (Portugal), AT
(Austria), FI (Finland), SE (Sweden), UK (United Kingdom), EU-15 (European Union), EUR12 (Eurozone); CZ (Czech Republic),
EE (Estonia), CY (Cyprus), LT (Lithuania), HU (Hungary), MT (Malta), Sl (Slovenia), SK (Slovak Republic), ACC (Acceding
Countries). NO (Norway), RO (Romania), All (EU-15, ACC, NO and RO).
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